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by 



Hadhrat Aqdas Moulana Sayed Nafis Akbar Sahib Uwais 
(mz) Headmaster of Jamia Arabia Hatora Baanda 




The biography and life history of Aarif Billah, Hadhrat 
Moulana Qaari Sayed Siddeeq Ahmad Sahib (RA), was 
extracted from his own utterances and sayings. His student 
days, as well as as his life thereafter have been excellently 
presented before the readers by his close associate Moulana 
Mufti Muhammad Zaid Sahib Mazahiri An-Nadwi (db). 

The excellent advises and the biography of any personality is 
sufficient enough for his introduction. In reality the noble 
personality of Hadhrat (RA) needs no introduction. Instead, it 
is through the grace of great people like Hadhrat (RA) that 
insignificant beings like us become known. 

Moulana Mufti Muhammad Zaid Sahib (db) has prepared an 
excellent treasure house in the remembrance of our Hadhrat 
(RA). May Allah Ta'ala reward him abundantly and crown 
this book with His acceptance. Aameen. 

An insignificant servant of Hadhrat 

Nafis Akbar 

(Headmaster of Madrasah Jamia Arabia Hatora-Dist. Baanda) 
3 Rabi ul Awwal 1419 Hijri 
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Forward 

by 

Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Saeed Ahmad Paalan Puri Sahib 
(daamat barakaa tuhum) 

Ustaadh of Hadith in Darul Uloom Deoband 

The sudden departure of Hadhrat Moulana Qaari Siddeeq 
Ahmad Sahib Baandwi (RA) is a great loss to the ummah. He 
was a personality of perfection in all facets of life. He was not 
only an author but also a preacher, teacher, administrator and 
a mentor for the ummah. His blessings over time manifested 
itself through his books which will, Insha Allah, continue to 
bless the world. His Institution is a fountain of blessings and 
will, Insha Allah continue and gain further momentum. His 
lectures were unparallel and were an embodiment of unique 
specialities. He taught the various kitaabs with a great passion. 
He went through difficult conditions in rectifying and 
benefiting the ummah and blessed the world with his 
presence. May Allah Ta'ala enshroud him with His mercy, for 
undoubtedly he was a person of wonderful qualities. 

Whenever Hadhrat (RA) would come to Deoband, he would 
meet this humble soul with great honour and on numerous 
occasions he would bless my home with short visits. Hadhrat 
(RA) would insist that I travel to Hatora. However due to 
being a person who rarely leaves home, it was not possible for 
me to go. Suddenly Hadhrat is no longer with us. May Allah 
Ta'ala encompass him with His mercy, grant him ease and 
comfort in the grave and grant him an abode in the aakhirah 
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that will be far better than this world. 

Our respected and honourable friend Moulana Mufti 
Muhammad Zaid Sahib (db), as a service to the ummah, 
presents the biography of Hadhrat (RA). Mufti Sahib takes a 
special interest in taking benefit from our pious elders. It was 
through his pen that the book "Ifaadaat-e-Hakeemul 
Ummah" became manifest. Now he writes this book with the 
title of "Hayaat-e-Siddeeq": translated as "The life of Hadhrat 
Moulana Siddeeq Ahmad Sahib (RA)" a remarkable 
compilation. May Allah Ta'ala bless it with acceptance and 
make it a means of benefit for others. Aameen. 

Saeed Ahmad Paalan Puri 
(Servant of Darul Uloom Deoband). 
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Regarding the writing of "Hayaat-e-Siddeeq" which is the 
biography of Hadhrat Moulana Qaari Siddeeq Ahmad Sahib 
(RA), this humble servant would always take verbal and 
written counsel from Hadhrat Moulana Shah Abraarul Haq 
Sahib (RA). Al-hamdulillah Hadhrat had given me lots of 
encouragement and made lots of dua. After the completion of 
this book, this humble servant (Mufti Zaid) brought the 
manuscript to Hadhrat and requested Hadhrat to write few 
words as a foreword. Hadhrat replied that "Previously I had 
written a foreword for the treatise 'Peghaam-e-Mahmood'. 
That would suffice. You may take it from there." Therefore in 
conformance with Hadhrat' s command, the foreword is as 
follows: 
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Summary of a Foreword 

by 

Muhyus Sunnah Hadhrat Moulana Shah Abraarul Haq 

Sahib (RA) 

In the circles of Ilm and Deen, Hadhrat Moulana Qaari Siddeeq 
Ahmad Sahib Baandwi (RA) is such a personality who needs 
no introduction. In fact even amongst the general masses he 
has such acceptance that very few people have obtained. 

Allah Ta'ala mentions in the Qur'aan-e-Majeed, incidents of 
the respected and noble prophets 8S9 and their pious followers 
so that they could be a light to the path of guidance. 

In this valuable biography, it is important to note that Hadhrat 
Moulana had made selfless sacrifices for the teaching of the 
Qur'aan and the establishment of the makaatib, despite his 
weakness and ailing condition. It is thus enlightening for the 
generations to come, to closely study his life. 

May Allah Ta'ala accept the author and this publication and 
make it a means of benefit for the Muslim ummah. Aameen. 



Abraarul Haq 
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Introduction 

By the author Mufti Muhammad Zaid 

Hadhrat Moulana Siddeeq Ahmad Baandwi Sahib (RA) is a 
personality who needs no introduction. He was born on 23 rd 
Rabi us Saani 1341 Hijri : conforming to the year 1923. He 
passed away on the 28 August 1997 on a Thursday morning at 
10:10am. [Inna lillahi wa Inna Ilayhi Raaji'oon.] 

Hadhrat Nabi Muhammad Hfe mentioned, "The Ulama are the 
inheritors and successors of the Ambiyaa (Prophets)." Their 
lives depict the practical life (sunnah) of Sayyidunah 
Rasulullah A:. Most definitely Hadhrat Moulana was among 
those saintly Ulama who Allah Ta'ala speaks about / refers to 
in the Qur'aan as "Be among the saintly ones . . and " ...Only the 
Ulama fear Allah Ta'ala from amongst His bondsmen." His entire 
life was a replica of Sayyidina Rasulullah Hfe. 

Hadhrat Moulana Sayyid Abul Hassan Ali Nadwi Sahib (RA) 
who was a high ranking and pious personality, mentions 
regarding Hadhrat Moulana Siddeeq Ahmad Baandwi Saheb 
(RA) 

"In this period and time, in our vicinity, with regards to Ilm- 
(knowledge) and Faqaahat, (deep understanding in Deen), 
Hadhrat Moulana Siddeeq Ahmad Sahib, the founder of 
Madrasah Jamia Arabia in Hatora is amongst the Ulama and 
spiritual leaders whom Allah Ta'ala has blessed with the 
qualities of sincerity, piety, skills of reformation / self 
purification, tabligh, sound understanding and foresight 
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in working towards the path of Allah Ta'ala with diligence 
and courage. He is also blessed with truthfulness and the 
ability to give correct counsel." 

In my limited research and understanding, I 1 found Hadhrat 
Moulana (RA) to have reached a very high level of sincerity 
and concern. There are very few people like Hadhrat Moulana 
who would put their life and health at risk for the sake of 
Deen. 

Most certainly, his life, his corrections and utterances are such 
that, they serve as a beacon of light for his posterity (those 
who come after him). His example serves as a clear path for 
those who wish to strive for the sake of Deen and wish to 
strengthen their contact and bond with Allah Ta'ala. 

The only purpose for writing the life works of our pious elders 
is so that we too can also develop a deep desire to acquire the 
degree of perfection that they had acquired and to create a link 
with Allah Ta'ala in the manner that they had achieved. 

Hadhrat Hakeemul Ummah, Moulana Ashraf Ali Thaanwi 
(RA) says that the actual purpose of a biography is to write 
about the academic and spiritual perfections of a buzurg (pious 
elder), his methods of reformation, his teachings and the 
manner in which he propagated Deen. 

Hadhrat Moulana Doctor Abdul Hay Sahib (RA) [a khalifah of 
Moulana Thaanwi (RA)] had a similar mindset and 
temperament. Hence Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Muhammad 

1 The author, Mufti Zaid Mazaahiri (db) 
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Taqi Usmaani Sahib (daamat barakaatuhum) writes that 
Hadhrat Dr Abdul Hay Saheb (RA) had once mentioned that 
when one reads the biography of a pious person, he should 
not read it merely as a biography. The reader should ponder 
over those aspects that are manifest in the lives of these elders 
and use them as practical lessons. This was exactly the manner 
in which our Hadhrat (RA) would read the biographies of the 
pious. 

Such illuminating incidents from their lives should be 
recorded that would be of theological, practical and spiritual 
benefit to all. Therefore, Hadhrat Moulana (RA) proferred 
similar advice to an Aalim, via a letter, when he sought 
Hadhrat' s advice regarding writing the biography of the 
pious. 

Hadhrat Moulana' s letter went as follows. . . 

Respected Zaid 

As-Salaamu-Alaikum-Warahmatullahi-Wabarakaatuh 

May Allah Ta'ala keep you in good health. It is undoubtedly 
your good thoughts about me, but the truth of the matter is 
that I have only taught a few kitaabs, wrote a few works and 
compiled a commentary of a few books. As far as any other 
work is concerned, I have no knowledge. 

I have no information regarding the life and conditions of 
Hadhrat Moulana Amaanatullah Sahib (RA). These accepted 
servants of Allah Ta'ala wished to remain unknown. You may 




Hayaat e siddeeq 1 0 

ask those people who were close to Hadhrat (RA). They may 
share the knowledge and practical life of Hadhrat and present 
his actions and activities before the ummah which will serve as 
an excellent example for them. 

Nowadays people place great importance on flattery and the 
real objective is left out. Try to write down his entire life, from 
his student days till his end, even though it may be done in 
simple words. 

(Hadhrat Moulana) Siddeeq Ahmad. 

Hadhrat's (RA) advice regarding Biographies 

Compiled with the above letter, it is of important that we note 
the following advice of Hadhrat (RA), which he himself 
checked and corrected. 

"People are unaware of the lives of many pious people. Very 
little is recorded in books, thereby neglecting the detailed 
conditions of their lives. On the other hand, these pious 
servants of Allah Ta'ala go to great pain to conceal themselves. 
Their only desire is that their striving be solely for Allah 
Ta'ala. They abstain totally from name, fame and glory. But it 
is the way of Allah Ta'ala, as mentioned in the noble Hadith, 
that when Allah Ta'ala intends to spread guidance by means 
of a certain slave of His, then Allah will expose him even if he 
is sitting inside the cave of a mountain. Why then are the 
biographies of these pious people written and presented 
before people? It is for this very reason, Allah Ta'ala spreads 
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guidance to others by means of their pure lives." 

It is only for this reason mentioned in this translated malfooz 
that this humble slave was inspired to write the biography of 
Hadhrat (RA). Perhaps this simple effort may become a means 
of my salvation, and guidance to others. 

I do however, acknowledge that in the writing of the 
biography of any great personality, two issues are absolutely 
important:- 

1. The skill of writing, i.e. the flow of the pen; and 

2. A complete awareness of the life of that personality. 

Unfortunately I find myself deficient in both those aspects. 
However, it was only the encouragement and emphasis of my 
seniors and the constant persistence and request of my sincere 
friends and well-wishers that I placed my trust in Allah Ta'ala 
and commenced with this mammoth task. At the same time I 
do confess that others would, Insha Allah fulfil the rights of this 
biography as this humble servant is not fully acquainted with 
this skill. I place my hopes in the grace and mercy of Allah 
Ta'ala to accept these feeble efforts and make it a means of my 
salvation and guidance to others. 

Generally, in biographies complete details from the cradle to 
the grave are written. But as I have just mentioned, this 
humble soul barely has basic information about Hadhrat (RA). 
There is, however, an Arabic saying, "That which cannot be 
fully attained, should neither be fully left out." Hence in the 
period of 20 years, whatever this humble soul heard from 
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Hadhrat' s (RA) blessed tongue, seen, understood or acquired 
from reliable sources, are presented as facts before the 
respected readers. 

The readers are kindly requested that, if I had erred, forgotten 
something or if they come across anything worthy of 
correction then this humble slave should be informed. Insha 
Allah the corrections will be made in the new edition. This will 
also be in keeping with the spirit of the Hadith “Been is to 
advise one another". 

Part of the biography is about the history of Hatora and the 
Madrasah, about which Hadhrat Allama Qaari Sayed Siddeeq 
Ahmad Sahib (RA) himself wished to write. Therefore under 
the pretext of writing about the History of Hatora he had also 
written a few additional pages. Hadhrat (RA) had written 
about this theme in other magazines and newspapers which I 
managed to set. Insha Allah, you would notice that it is as 
though this treatise was completed according to the desire and 
wish of Hadhrat (RA), which he had commenced with. 

In the biography of the pious elders one section deals with 
history, another with their academic and practical 
achievements, their ta'leem (teaching), tabligh (propagation), 
their important methods of islaah (reformation), advices and 
teachings including their character, habits and rituals. 
Considering the benefits, this second portion of a biography is 
given more importance as it deals with the main purpose of 
writing so that the ummah will have a step by step guidance. 

The first portion of the biography is the forward of 
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this treatise. The second portion would Insha Allah, be the 
theological and practical achievements of Hadhrat (RA), his 
student days, ta'leem and tabligh including Hadhrat' s character, 
habits and rituals. 

May Allah Ta'ala through His grace and mercy accept the 
humble effort and grant me the ability to write more in the 
future. 

(Moulana) Muhammed Zaid Mazaahiri Nadwi 
Hatora, Banda, 25 Safar 1419 Hijri. 
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The advantages of a biography 

(Extracts of Tazkira-e-Rahmaaniya) 

Biographies had always been an important portion of learned 
person's literature. With its many advantages, such works 
have been accepted as a very interesting and meaningful 
branch of academic literature. 

We will briefly mention some of the benefits which have been 
achieved during the research of biographies so that the 
purpose of writing this book could be understood by the 
respected readers. 

The first benefit of a biography 

It is quite natural for the incidents of the pious people to create 
an urge in our 'spiritually dead bodies', to imitate the lives of 
our pious elders. The laziness and deficiencies which come 
about in people due to ignorance and bad company is 
amended by learning the ways and lifestyles of the pious. It is 
only the incidents from the life of the pious that had ignited 
most nations and had removed them from the depths of 
humiliation and misfortune and made them reach great 
heights of success. It is for this reason that the biography of 
thousands of leaders and spiritual guides has been 
documented so that the present and future generations may 
take a lesson from their lives. 




Hayaat e siddeeq 1 5 



The second benefit 

If the writing of biographies did not continue, then how were 
we to understand the change of human culture and 
civilisation. Every new culture sounds the message of death to 
the old/previous civilisation. In such situations we have the 
lives of our noble elders, who were of the highest character 
and habits, to light up the path of guidance. Instead of 
immersing themselves in the conditions that prevailed, they 
remained engrossed in rectifying and changing these 
conditions. In this way we would have the opportunity to find 
a correct path to save ourselves. 

The third benefit 

On the other hand the harm of not writing these biographies is 
quite evident. People eventually begin attributing 
impermissible beliefs and actions to the people of the past 
whereas they (the people of the past) themselves had no idea 
of such beliefs or actions. Therefore when the true successors 
of the pious pass on, then after a short period of time the 
foolish and unfit followers attribute such statements to the 
respected mentor which had no link whatsoever to his beliefs, 
actions or character. It is for this reason that it is necessary for 
the biographies of the leaders and pious elders to be written. 

The fourth benefit 

If there was a great personality in any decade or century 
whose barakaat (blessings), benefited the entire world, 
compiling his pure and noble habits in detail not only benefits 
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the general masses but even the pious in the ummah gain 
tremendous benefit. However at times true appreciation and 
greatness of that personality is not achieved due to negligence 
from his successors or due to his compilations being restricted 
to a specific group of people. At times it is because of 
unauthentic or baseless statements being attributed to him by 
people of wrong beliefs. 

The fifth benefit 

It is also often witnessed that when the followers of a pious 
person write or listen to the character and habits in the 
wonderful biographies of the people of the past, an intense 
devotion is created within them to emulate them. Whatever 
impression is created in the heart due to the simple lifestyles 
and ways of the people of the past can never be attained by a 
lecture or literature. 

The sixth benefit 

Besides the above mentioned benefits the importance of 
knowledge and etiquette itself demands that the biographies 
of the famous Ulama and pious people be compiled so that 
one may reasonably understand how they led their lives. 
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Chapter One 
Introduction 

by 

Hadhrat Moulana Qaari Siddeeq Ahmad Baandwi Sahib 

(RA) 

For a while, I have been of the opinion that a brief overview of 
Madrasah Arabia Hatora in the district of Baanda should be 
recorded. Since I have been extremely occupied, I did not get 
the opportunity until today. Thus, taking the name of Allah 
Ta'ala, I take the pen in my hand. May Allah Ta'ala allow it to 
reach completion and may Fie allow the Madrasah to progress 
day by day. Aameen. 

In order to explain the history of the Madrasah, it is necessary 
to first give a brief introduction to this village so that one may 
understand why this particular village was chosen to establish 
a Madrasah. 
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Introduction to the village of Hatora 

[From the pen of our Hadhrat (RA)] 

Hatora is a small village of Sayyids 2 in the district of Baanda. It 
is situated approximately ten miles (eighteen kilometres) in 
the west Baanda. Their family lineage reaches up to Imaam 
Zaainul Abideen (RA) via the link of Janaab Qaari Sayed 
Muhammad Dawood Sahib (RA). During the rule of one of the 
Muslim kings, he came to India from Waasit, a famous town in 
Iraq. They settled here during the era of Qadhiul Oudhaat, 
Sahinda. Their family lineage is still protected up to this day. 

Sahinda, which is situated approximately twenty four 
kilometres from Baanda, was a large town which consisted of 
fifty two villages, seven hundred Masaajid and nine hundred 
wells. Baanda was as yet, not in existence. 

Today, Sahinda is a barren village where the ruins of the 
homes as well as the Masaajid can still be found. A big 
building which used to be the Darul Qadha still stands. There 
was also a house available with it for the Qaadhi in charge. 
Only the ruin of Qaadhi Muhammad Dawood' s home is left. 
The walls were still standing in my childhood days. There 
were several entrances to enter the home. There was also a 
namaaz room for the women which I had seen myself. The 
greater portion of the home was taken over by others who 
transformed it into their dwellings. Qaadhi Sahib's grave is in 
Sahinda. 



' People from the family of Sayyidina Rasulullah M- 




Hayaat e siddeeq 1 9 

Qadhi Muhammad Dawood's children 

Qadhi Muhammad Dawood had three children whose names 
were; 

1. Shaikhul Islaam. (This was his title. His real name is not 
known.) 

2. Muhammad Bayaazid. (He was appointed the Qadhi 
after his father Qadhi Muhammad Dawood (RA). 

3. Muhammad Mansoor. He was a saint and a buzrug. He 
would always be engaged in works of piety and 
guidance. 

It was from these three people that the areas of Chenehra and 
Laalpoor became inhabited. The villages of Chenehra, 
Laalpoor, Karbee and Hatora are all inhabited with their 
progenies. The rest of their children moved to Kaalpi, 
Sultaanpur, Qannooj and other places. There is no information 
regarding their life history. 

How the village Hatora came into existence and 
how it got its name 

Among the children of Muhammad Mansoor (whom we 
mentioned in the previous paragraph) was a pious saintly 
person by the name of Muhammad Husain. He used to love 
solitude. In those days, Hatora was a dense jungle. Often he 
would leave Chenehra to spend time in the jungle. Later he 
kept a few cows and goats in the jungle and lived off their 
milk. Thereafter, he started spending the nights there as well. 
His parents and relatives were worried that the carnivorous 
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animals may hurt him. But, when one comes into the 
subservience of Allah Ta'ala, everything else becomes 
subservient to him. Despite his parent's efforts, he refused to 
return to Chenehra. Out of love for him, they came to live with 
him in the jungle. It was in this way that the first home in this 
land became inhabited. 

Thereafter his relatives, due to their love for him, began 
building their homes there. Slowly the community began 
growing and slowly began taking the shape of a village. The 
people began cleaning out the jungle to start planting in order 
to earn their livelihood. The people of a nearby village, called 
Doha, who were all non-Muslims, became afraid. They feared 
that the entire area would fall under the control of the 
Muslims. Thus, they proposed that an agreement should be 
reached so that everyone can live happily together. 

Despite them being non Muslims, these people did not like 
fitnah and corruption. Out of necessity they decided to mark 
the borders of both the villages so that all the villagers 
(Muslim and non-Muslim) could pass their lives peacefully. 
Discussions ensued on how to make this division. They 
concluded that two pious people from both the villages should 
be chosen and a piece of smouldering iron should be placed in 
their hands. Whatever distance that buzurg walked with the 
iron in his hand will mark the boundaries of his village. For 
this task Muhammad Husain Sahib was chosen from the 
village of the Muslims. 

Placing his trust in Allah Ta'ala, he stood up and began 
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walking. When he reached close to Doha, the people of the 
area fell to his feet and begged forgiveness for their wrongs. 
Eventually they had to stop him and it was at that point that 
the boundary of Hatora was marked. Later on when a dispute 
arose between the two villages, then this river became the 
boundary between them. Thus it was due to this incident that 
the village was named Hatora (smouldering iron). 



Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib Paani Patti 
(RA) comes to Baanda 

Before going any further, let us first read an anecdote of our 
Hadhrat (RA) 3 . 

Once Hadhrat (RA) mentioned: "Whatever work Allah Ta'ala 
has taken from me is as a result of the duas of my elders. I am 
the son of a farmer who used to graze animals. It is only the 
favour of Allah Ta'ala upon me that He has taken work from 
me. It is through their duas and their barakah that some work 
has taken place." 

"Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib (RA) would often 
come to Hatora and would stay there for days on end. In those 
days where the Madrasah stands today, near the southern gate 
was an open field like a jungle. In that very field, a bed used to 
be placed for Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA) and from here he 
would conduct his majlis. Today whatever you see before you 
is the blessings and the fruit of Hadhrat Qaari Sahib's duas." 



1 Hadhrat Qaari Siddeeq Ahmad Baandwi Saheb (RA) 




Hayaat e siddeeq 22 



"Some of the elderly people in the village have mentioned to 
me that Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA) used to say that he could 
smell the fragrance of 'Ilm emanating from this earth. Allah 
knows best." 

After reading this one malfooz. I'm sure that the question has 
arisen in your heart that, who is this Qaari Abdur Rahmaan 
Sahib? What was the reason for him coming to Baanda and 
Hatora? Before continuing with our current topic I will explain 
very briefly, who Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA) was, and I will 
also mention a few aspects regarding his coming to Baanda 
and Hatora from the works of Hadhrat-e-Aqdas (RA) and 
other Ulama. 

A brief introduction to Hadhrat Qaari Abdur 
Rahmaan Sahib (RA) 

Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib (RA) was born in Paani 
Patt in the year 1227 AH. His lineage links up with Hadhrat 
Abu Ayoob Ansaari 4®. He studied Fiqh as well as the Usool 
and Ma'qool kitaabs by Ustaazul Ulama, Hadhrat Moulana 
Mamlook Ali Sahib (RA). In the subject of Qiraat he held an 
esteemed position and was regarded as an Imaam. He studied 
Qiraat under Qaari Shah Imaamud Deen Sahib (RA). Due to 
his expertise in this subject, he became known as Qaari Saheb 
whereas besides qiraat, he gained expertise in many other 
subjects of both written and applied knowledge's. Thus 
together with being a Qaari, he was also a great Muhaddith. 
He was a special student of Shah Ishaaq Sahib (RA) and had 
also established his Islaahi tallnq (connection for reformation) 
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with Hadhrat Shah Sahib (RA). When Shah Sahib (RA) gave 
him the sanad (chain of narrators leading up to Nabi H) of 
Hadith, he said, "I am giving Qaari Sahib the words of the 
Hadith but the true meaning of the Hadith I have attained 
from him." After attaining internal perfection and obtaining 
his blessings, Hadhrat Shah Sahib (RA) granted him ijaazah 
and made him his khalifa in all four silsilaahs 4 . 

An introduction to Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan 
Sahib Paani Patti (RA) 

Hadhrat Qaari Sahib's hometown was Paani Patt in the district 
of Karnaal. He stayed in Hatora for some time. Hadhrat was 
the student of Shah Abdul Aziz (RA) and Shah Ishaaq 
Muhaajir Makki (RA). Hadhrat's biography called Tazkira-e- 
Rahmaaniyah has also been printed and contains a detailed 
account of his life history. I want to mention how Qaari Sahib 
(RA) came to Baanda and the reason for him staying in Hatora. 

Hadhrat Qaari Sahib's recitation of the Qur'aan was such that 
the birds would stop in "mid air" to listen to his recitation. 
When Qaari Sahib went to Arabia, he also travelled to many 
countries. When he reached Yemen, the king at that time gave 
Qaari Sahib a manuscript of the Qur'aan which was written in 
gold. This Qur'aan is still kept safely in the Paani Patt library. 

During the British rule, Zaahir Shah, the king of Kaabul came 
to India. On his return journey his train passed Paani Patt. The 
people of Paani Patt came to the station to receive him. At that 

4 Conferring of vicegerancy from the mentor to the seeker 
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time Hadhrat Moulana Qaari Abdul Haleem Sahib, the 
grandson of Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib gifted Zaahir Shah 
with that very same Qur'aan and told him that the gift of a 
king is being gifted to a king. 

Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA) arrives in Baanda in the 
era of Nawaab Zul Fiqaar Bahaadur Sahib 

Qaari Abdul Haleem Sahib (RA), the grandson of Qaari Abdur 
Rahmaan Sahib (RA) writes in his book Tazkira-e- 
Rahmaaniyah that Janaab Zul Fiqaar Bahaadur was bay' at to 
Hadhrat Moulana Shah Abdul Aziz Sahib (RA) and after him 
was bay' at to Shah Ishaaq Sahib (RA). Nawaab Sahib 
requested Shah Ishaaq Sahib (RA) to send one of his khalifahs 
to Baanda who would benefit the people with his internal and 
external barakaat (blessings). Upon this request, Hadhrat Shah 
Sahib (RA) chose Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib 
amongst his other students for this task . 5 

Hadhrat Moulana Siddeeq Sahib (RA) writes that Nawaab Zul 
Fiqaar Bahaadur had thereafter established an Islaahi ta'alluq 
(connection for reformation) with Hadhrat Shah Muhammad 
Ishaaq Sahib (RA). Hadhrat Shah Sahib (RA) was also against 
the British. It was due to his hatred for them that he migrated 
from India to Makkah Mu'azzamah. Nawaab Sahib asked 
permission to go with him. Shah Sahib instructed him to look 
after his people and thus did not permit him to migrate. 



5 



Tazkira-e-Rahmaaniyah pg 49 
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Nawaab Sahib then requested Shah Sahib (RA) to appoint 
someone to take care of them. Hadhrat Shah Sahib (RA) chose 
Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib Muhaddith Paani Patti 
(RA) for this task and sent him there. For many years, Hadhrat 
Qaari Sahib (RA) lived in Baanda and served Deen. During the 
reign of Nawaab Zul Fiqaar, Baanda had become a centre for 
Ulama and Shu'araa (poets). It was during the same period 
that Moulana Sakhaawat Ali (RA) and Moulana Abdul 
Haleem Sahib (RA) the father of Moulana Abdul Haq Farangi 
Mahalli taught at Nawaab Sahib's Madrasah. 

Moulana Abdul Haleem Sahib (RA) lived in Baanda with his 
wife and children. It was here that Moulana Abdul Haq 
Farangi Mahali (RA) was born on a Tuesday in the month of 
Zul Qa'dah in the year 1264. He wrote hundreds of books on 
all topics and subjects and was an A'alim, his calibre and 
publicity was not seen in his era. 

At that time, Baanda was very backward as far as Deen was 
concerned, although previously it used to be a markaz of Deen 
and knowledge and was run by a pious Allah-fearing- 
Nawaab. There was always a gathering of great Ulama and 
pious people from all around the country. It was through 
Nawaab Sahib, his value for knowledge and his close contact 
with ‘llm that he was able to gather around him, great Ulama 
such as Moulana Sayed Sakhaawat Ali (RA), Moulana 
Khurram Ali Balhori (RA), Moulana Abdul Haleem Sahib 
Lucknowi (RA), Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahman Sahib Paani 
Patti (RA) and others. 
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In the history of Baanda, this was a very eventful and golden 
era. Qaari Abdul Haleem Sahib (RA) writes that Qaari Abdur 
Rahmaan Sahib Paani Patti (RA) was appointed by Shah 
Ishaaq Sahib (RA) to serve Deen in Baanda. Nawaab Zul 
Fiqaar Sahib really appreciated him but he did not understand 
the true status and position of Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA). 

After some time Nawaab Sahib began to realise the true status 
of Qaari Sahib which made him extremely happy. He then 
erected a Madrasah for Hadhrat, where large crowds of 
students would flock. In the same year Hadhrat went to Hijaaz 
to perform Haj. After completing the fardh Haj, Hadhrat 
stayed in Makkah Mua'zzamah for one year. Thereafter, he 
completed a second Haj and returned to India with the 
permission of his Sheikh. He stayed for a few days in his home 
town, Paani Patt, where he delivered several lectures to the 
people. After some time, with the permission of Shah Sahib 
(RA), he returned to Baanda. The entire area benefited from 
Hadhrat. He continued his life in the service of the Qur'aan 
and the Hadith. This period of barakah and blessings continued 
for some time. 
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Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib (RA) comes 

to Hatora 

There was a buzurg from Hadhrat' s family by the name of 
Qaadhi Sayed Muhammad Sultaan. Allah Ta'ala had blessed 
him with great capabilities. Together with being a Qaadhi, he 
also possessed very noble qualities. Amongst which were 
humility, caring for others, and Istighnaa (being independent 
of others). Based on these special qualities, Nawaab Zul Fiqaar 
Sahib valued him greatly and also included him among his 
very special friends and consultants. 

When Qaadhi Sahib used to go to Baanda, he would engage in 
lengthy conversations with Nawaab Sahib. A few days would 
pass and Nawaab Sahib would send a messenger with the 
message that Nawaab Sahib is thinking of him. Despite this 
close relationship, Qaadhi Sahib's level of Zuhd 
(independence) was such that until the end of his life, Hadhrat 
Qaadhi Sahib lived in an unbaked room which was built near 
the Musjid. He never sought help from Nawaab Sahib for any 
of his needs. He would eat and drink at his own expense and 
would never tolerate accepting any favour from anyone. 
Nawaab Sahib desired to build a beautiful house for him in 
Hatora but he refused this offer. 

At the same time, Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib Paani 
Patti (RA) returned to Baanda on the instruction of Hadhrat 
Shah Ishaaq Sahib (RA) and the request of Nawaab Zul Fiqaar 
Sahib (RA). Together with ta'leem (learning and teaching), he 
also engaged himself in making the islaah (reformation) and 
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tarbiyah (Islaamic nurturing) of the people. Since Qadhi 
Muhammad Sultaan Sahib was amongst the close companions 
of Nawaab Sahib, he also established an Islaahi ta'alluq 
(connection for one's reformation) with Hadhrat Qaari Abdur 
Rahmaan Sahib Paani Patti (RA). Most of the people in his 
family also took bay' at (Pledge of allegiance) at his hands. 

From that time Qaadhi Sahib offered himself for Qaari Sahib's 
service. His devotion together with his love and faith in him 
increased. As a result of this love and connection, Hadhrat 
Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib Paani Patti (RA) came to Hatora 
on the invitation of Qaadhi Sahib. When Hadhrat arrived here 
and saw the simplicity of the Muslims in this village and their 
love and faith in him, Hahrat's enthusiasm for da'wat, Islaah 
and tarbiyah increased greatly. Thereafter, Qaari Sahib began 
frequenting Hatora. He would stay there for many days and 
would conduct majaalis. People continued deriving benefit 
from him. 

Hadhrat Qaari Siddeeq Sahib (RA) once said that he had seen 
that unbaked room where Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan 
Sahib (RA) used to live in. He also mentioned that during the 
summers, Hadhrat used to place his bed on that piece of land 
where the southern gate of the Madrasah stands today. A cool 
breeze used to blow in that area. 

Hadhrat (RA) had made one nikaah in Baanda as well. He 
regarded Hatora as his home and would bring his family and 
children along with him. He stayed for lengthy periods of time 
and benefited the people. During the fight for independence 
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he stayed in Hatora for a long time. The details of his stay are 
as follows. 

Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib's (RA) grandson, Qaari 
Abdul Haleem Sahib (RA) writes in his book Tazkirah e 
Rahmaaniyyah that Nawaab Zul Fiqaar Bahaadur Sahib (RA) 
was regarded as a terror suspect in the eyes of the English and 
Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA) had a very close and special 
relationship with Nawaab Sahib. It is well known that at the 
time of fitnah the cursed oppressors do not differentiate 
between who is right and who is wrong. On the slightest 
suspicion a person is put under scrutiny. Of course, Hadhrat 
was completely innocent from this fitnah and the English were 
well aware of this. The effects of the mutiny in 1857 were 
witnessed in and around Baanda. 

Two months before this fitnah, no one thought that Baanda 
would become a target. Hadhrat (RA) felt, however, that the 
people of his household should be sent to Hatora which is 
about 10 miles away from Baanda. The moment this thought 
entered Hadhrat' s mind, he sent his family and children to 
Hatora and also purchased 50 mann (measure of weight) of 
grains and dholl and other provision which he sent with them. 

Barely two months passed when looters and invaders spread 
throughout the entire area. Despite all the surrounding 
villages being affected with devastation and killing, with the 
fadhal of Allah Ta'ala, Hatora remained safe. One year after 
1857, my respected uncle, Moulana Qaari Abdus Salaam 
Ansaari (RA) was born. When this fitnah subsided and safety 
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prevailed, Hadhrat returned to Baanda and resumed teaching. 
Students began flocking to him and once again the Madrasah 
was occupied. 

Hadhrat Qaari Sahib's unparalleled example of 
independence and adherence to the sunnah during 
the fight for freedom 

Who is unaware of the enmity that the British harboured for 
the Muslims and their oppressiveness towards them? In 1857 
when the English had caused an uproar, the people of Baanda 
showed great resistance and they opposed the English openly. 
The English were very perturbed at this. Many amongst the 
ignorant masses oppressed the innocent English women and 
children. When Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA) heard of this, he 
became extremely perturbed and openly condemned these 
actions saying that our religion does not permit us to behave 
in this manner. He also gave them sanctuary in his Madrasah. 
He emphasised to the students to take care of those oppressed, 
saying that no one should harm them. 

The English were so impressed with Hadhrat Qaari Sahib's 
good conduct that some of them accepted Islaam. After some 
time when the British gained total control and Nawaab Zul 
Fiqaar was forced to go to Indor during the mutiny, Hadhrat 
Qaari Sahib (RA) also left Baanda and lived in different places 
like Hatora, Chenehra, etc. When this fitnah subsided and 
peace and tranquillity prevailed, Hadhrat (RA) went back to 
Baanda and once again engaged himself in teaching Deen. 
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After some time, Hadhrat received a letter from a 
commissioner stating that he had been chosen to receive a total 
of 100 000 rupees annually due to the kindness shown by him 
towards the ruling English class. However, Hadhrat (RA) did 
not go to receive this himself nor did he reply to the letter. 

Eventually, the English themselves came to Hadhrat. Those 
who had sought protection from Hadhrat during the mutiny 
respectfully insisted that he should go to the commissioner. 
But Hadhrat (RA) refused to go and accept this gift. He replied 
saying. 



We did not serve you for any worldly motive but rather it is our 
religious obligation that we should help the oppressed." 

Hence, assisting you at that time was our religious and moral 
obligation. Furthermore, it is also our humanitarian right that 
we should assist those that are in trouble. There is no need for 
the government to recompense me in any way and neither do I 
need anything from you people. Please forgive me." It was 
only then, that these Englishmen greeted him respectfully and 
returned. 
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Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib's return to Hatora 
and the continuation of his ta'leem 

The people of Hatora were much attached to Hadhrat Qaari 
Abdur Rahmaan Sahib (RA) as he lived in Hatora for a long 
time. Many of them had taken bay' at with him. After Qaari 
Sahib (RA) returned to Paani Patt they maintained this 
relationship. This is why Hadhrat' s 6 grandfather went to study 
in Paani Patt where he lived for a while. The relationship 
between the people of Hatora and Paani Patt continued. After 
Hadhrat Qaari Sahib (RA) left, his son Qaari Abdus Salaam 
Sahib used to visit and stay for lengthy periods. The people of 
Hatora benefited tremendously and studied by him. 

In Sawaanih-e-Fathiyyah 7 , it is written that after Qaari Abdur 
Rahmaan Sahib passed away, Qaari Abdus Salaam remained 
his successor and continued teaching tajweed and qiraat-e- 
sabah 8 . 

Hadhrat Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib 9 studied Arabic, 
Persian and some of the initial books under Qaari Abdus 
Salaam Sahib. He also went to Paani Patt and chose to study 
under Moulana Noor Muhammad Sahib. In that era there was 
neither a Madrasah nor a Maktab in the whole district of 
Baanda. The people in the area complained to Moulana Abdus 
Salaam Sahib that this whole area has become empty. They 



6 Qaari Siddeeq Ahmad Saheb 

7 Name of a kitaab 

8 Seven styles of qiraat 

9 Hadhrat Qaari Siddeeq Saheb’ s mothers brother 
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requested him to leave Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib there to 
teach them Deen. When Hadhrat requested Moulana 
Ameenud Deen Sahib to stay he said: "Hadhrat you know that 
I am still studying. I have reached only up to Kaafiyah. I still 
have to continue my studies. If I stay away here, my studies 
will be affected." 

Moulana Abdus Salaam Sahib lowered his head in muraaqabah 
(meditation) for some time and said. "Ameenud Deen, remain 
here. This is what Allah Ta'ala wants of you. Through you, 
Allah Ta'ala will confer great favours and blessings in this 
area." Thus Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib (RA) remained 
here and Allah Ta'ala used him to spread Deen in the entire 
area. Our Hadhrat (RA) is also one of the special students of 
Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib (RA), the details of which will 
follow shortly. 
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Chapter 2 

Hadhrat's family lineage and the biographies of 
some of the pious people in Hatora 

It has been mentioned in the previous pages that Hadhrat (RA) 
had intended to write down the history of the madrasah as 
well as the history of Hatora. In fact he had commenced 
writing it and had completed about two and half pages. The 
last few lines of that composition are as follows; 

The local people living here were originally from Iraq. It is for 
this reason that for a long period of time this environment had 
no effect on them at all. However, as time passed, the 
conditions also began to change. Eventually such a time came 
when those special qualities of this family all terminated and 
the effects of them living in this country became apparent 
upon them. In every era there were those who kept alive their 
heritage and became an example of hidaayah (guidance) for 
others. 

We will now mention a few incidents of these pious people for 
the readers; 

It's a pity that this was the last sentence that Hadhrat (RA) had 
written. However from time to time Hadhrat (RA) would 
mention certain incidents regarding his family especially their 
link to the Sayed family (family of Rasulullah |g). From these 
incidents one would easily come to know the love, muhabbat, 
care, compassion and kindness these people possessed. 
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I (the author) had collated many such incidents which Hadhrat 
(RA) had mentioned to us on different occasions. Whatever 
comes to my mind I will mention it hereunder. Whatever is 
outstanding, I will Insha Allah try my best to include it in the 
future editions. These incidents are such that I have heard 
them directly from Hadhrat (RA). I make dua that Allah Ta'ala 
make this effort a means of fulfilling Hadhrat' s wish and also 
that it becomes a means of guidance and hidaayah for the 
people. Insha Allah. 

On different occasions, Hadhrat (RA) would stress on the 
family members to preserve the incidents of the family. He 
would say to them, "Look how they had lived their lives in 
piety and righteousness. Look and follow in their examples. A 
real Sayyid is one whose actions are like the Sayyids. A Sayyid 
is not only a Sayyid through his family lineage. A Sayyid is 
one who is linked to Rasulullah sA through his actions and 
character." When mentioning the incidents of the generosity 
and big heartedness of Hadhrat Hasan and Husain he 
would say, "Only those people who possess their qualities are 
worthy of being called Hasani and Husaini. Forgiveness, 
clemency, generosity, abstinence, fear of Allah ft and 
independence are the special qualities of the Sayyids. With 
what face can we call ourselves Sayyids? We are linked to 
Rasulullah |g through our lineages but how is our character?" 

Hence we have added some of the incidents of Hadhrat' s 
family so that we may have an understanding of the 
environment where Hadhrat (RA) had opened his eyes. It is 
the duty of the coming generations to preserve this Islamic 
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lifestyle, this sincerity and simplicity. We should make an 
effort to preserve it and revive it till our last breaths. 

The Deeni atmosphere of Hatora 

Hadhrat (RA) used to say that the people of Hatora had 
benfitted tremendously from Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan 
Paani Patti Sahib (RA). People used to sit and benefit from his 
lectures. It was through his barakah that people began turning 
towards Deen. Even little children had the desire to worship 
Allah Ta'ala. 

My paternal grandfather would spend most of his free time in 
the musjid. He would punctually call out the adhaan. Every 
year he would sit for Etikaaf. There was always someone in 
our family who kept up this practice. After my grandfather I 
started sitting in Etikaaf. Al-hamdulillah upto this day I have 
never missed it out. 

Hadhrat (RA) mentioned that most of the people of the village 
were punctual on salaah. There was hardly a person who 
would miss out his salaah. The musjid would be filled with 
musallies. In Ramadhaan, the musjid would always remain 
filled. People would be engaged in zikr and tilaawah. It was a 
unique environment of Noor. At home the women would 
recite many paras of the Qur'aan daily. I had also seen this 
wonderful environment and it is through the barakah of this 
environment that Al-hamdulillah this enthusiasm was revived 
within us. In those days the masaajid used to be occupied by 
the youth and children as well. They would compete with one 
another to come first to the musjid and recite the Qur'aan. 
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They would compete to see who would come first and have 
the honour to call out the adhaan. Children will always be 
children and their actions will be childish. Thus they formed 2 
groups and began competing with one another that who will 
come first and call out the adhaan. 

In this regard, Hadhrat (RA) narrated an incident regarding 
himself. He says, "There were some of our people who would 
come several hours earlier to the musjid. Many a times they 
would take turns to sleep in the musjid. Some of our 
companions would promptly put themselves forward to call 
out the adhaan resulting in which my other companions and 
myself would be left behind. This friend of mine was so 
enthusiastic that he began calling out the adhaan before its 
time. People began rebuking him. When Hadhrat (RA) used to 
explain this incident he would have a broad smile on his face. 
He used to say, "How wonderful was the environment in 
those days. What Deeni enthusiasm existed in the youth. No 
one even knew what was fighting and quarrelling. If they had 
to compete with one another then that too it was in Ibaadat 
and tilaawat. What a wonderful time that was. How sad it is 
that all of this is slowly coming to an end. 

Fear of Allah Ta'ala 

Hadhrat (RA) whilst explaining the conditions of his family 
mentioned, "In those days most of the people were inclined 
towards Deen. Trustworthiness, honesty and the fear for Allah 
Ta'ala were found in men, women, children and the elderly 
folk. They themselves would stay away from deception and 
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oppression and make sure that their children and animals also 
did not become a means of harm to anyone. They would make 
sure that their animals did not stray away into the fields of 
other farmers thereby harming the crops of others. They 
would not allow their animals to walk in the fields of others 
and even if they did allow them they would first place a 
muzzle on their mouths so that they could not eat anything. 

In this regard, once Hadhrat (RA) mentioned an incident 
regarding his son's father in law, Janaab Abdur Rabb Sahib's, 
great grandfather. Once his ox went into the field of a non 
Muslim and uprooted a plant. He immediately shook it and 
tugged it out of its mouth not allowing it to eat the plant. For a 
long period he grieved over the fact that his ox had caused 
harm to someone's farm. He could not bear this at all. Thus he 
began querying as to the owner of the farm until eventually it 
was told to him that it belonged to this non Muslim person. He 
showed the farmer the broken plant and confessed saying, 
"Today my ox has caused damage to your plantation. 
Whatever compensation you wish to take from me you may 
take it. I am willing to pay whatever it is." That poor non 
Muslim fell to his feet and in a very embarrassed tone said, "O 
my master, whatever I have is because of what you people 
have given me. Why are you embarrassing me like this?" 

They had maintained such excellent relations with their non 
Muslim counterparts and such kindness they had portrayed 
that they always felt indebted to their kindness and were 
always affected with their good character. 
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Most probably Hadhrat (RA) had mentioned regarding this 
same buzurg that when his wife passed away, after the burial 
etc. was over, he addressed her saying, "Don't be frightened, I 
am also coming after three days." True to his word, after three 
days he called his sons after completing his salaah and gave 
them his last and final advices. Thereafter in a loud voice he 
recited the kalimah and left this temporary abode. He is buried 
close to his wife. 



Poverty 

Hadhrat (RA) had mentioned that in those days poverty was 
the order of the day. Every day people suffered hunger in their 
homes. He even mentioned regarding his own house, 

"On several occasions we did not even have money to 
purchase paraffin for the lamps. My granny used to spin yarn 
in the moonlight. My mother used to sew kurtas for two 
paisas. If we had food for one meal we stayed hungry for the 
next. We would regard it as a day of great joy if we got chutni 
and roti to eat for two meals in a row. Such a time had also 
come upon us where we had to break leaves from the trees, 
boil them and eat them. This was a time of poverty and 
constraint. My father had already passed away. My two sisters 
who were younger than me had already passed away in this 
condition of poverty and hunger. I remember clearly that 
people would bring cotton seeds from the fields and boil them. 
Everyone used to eat from it. In those days there used to be 
lots of berries growing in the jungles. People would pluck 
them and survive on this. This was not only the condition in 
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my home, it was the condition in most of the homes. Every 
second day people would stay hungry. 

Some of the elderly folk in my family had mentioned that at 
times people used to grind the bark of the Seemer tree into 
flour and make bread out of it. The entire area suffered abject 
poverty. 

Thereafter Hadhrat (RA) used to say, "That period however 
was still much better than this period. There was no fighting 
and quarrelling, no fitnah and corruption. Whatever people 
found, they ate and survived. The rest of their time they spent 
in making the zikr of Allah Ta'ala. When the floodgates of 
wealth opened up, it brought along with it much fitnah and 
corruption. It was from that time that fitnah and fighting with 
one another began. 

On several occasions our Hadhrat (RA) used to quote Hadhrat 
Moulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi (RA), 

"It is our first hand experience that whenever a family starts 
progressing from a worldly perspective in wealth and dunya, 
this is the beginning of its collapse. They become the victims of 
fitnah and corruption. Too much of wealth is not suitable for 
us. There is 'aafiyat (goodness) in poverty and simplicity." 

After mentioning this anecdote, our Hadhrat (RA) used to say 
that Hadhrat Moulana (RA) has spoken the truth. I have also 
seen this happen with my own eyes. Look at the condition of 
Baroli and Hatora. As long as there was poverty in Baroli, no 
one knew what fighting meant. Now that wealth is pouring in 
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abundance, look what has happened. Enmity for one another 
has increased. People are killing one another. Upto this day 
they are still killing one another. Hundreds of thousands of 
Rupees have been spent on court cases. 

Generosity, Kindness and Sympathy 

Once when speaking about the elders of Hatora, Hadhrat (RA) 
mentioned, that in those days poverty was the order of the 
day. Every home suffered with hunger. There were also some 
servants of Allah Ta'ala whom He had blessed with 
abundance. They would look after the poor, see to the orphans 
and widows, etc. There was one person by the name of 
Muhammad Ilyaas, whom Hadhrat (RA) used to often speak 
about. He built a warehouse in front of the musjid which he 
filled with grain from time to time. It was his habit to take a 
survey of the village and give out grains to those people who 
did not have any food. This generosity of his was not only 
confined towards the Muslims, but he would look after the 
needs of the non Muslims in the same way. 

He would give many people grains on loan and would say to 
them that you can pay me back when you harvest your crops. 
Many of them would not even pay him back after the 
harvesting period was over. He would then say to them, "Very 
well bring to me the same amount in the form of berries from 
the jungles. The jungles used to be full of berries and any 
person could obtain as much as he wished. This was only his 
kindness upon them that in this manner he would relieve 
them of the burden of debt. 
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Once Hadhrat (RA) mentioned regarding this same buzurg 
that it was his practice that after the Fajar Salaah he would go 
out for gusht. In those days people had to grind the flour with 
their hands because there were no machines to grind flour. In 
most of the homes the women would grind the flour before 
Fajar. Hence before Fajar one could hear the sounds of the 
grinding stones. This person would go around the houses and 
wherever he did not hear the sounds of the grinding stones he 
marked those homes. After Fajar he would ask the people of 
those homes why they were not grinding flour. If they were in 
need they would maintain silence and hang their heads in 
shame. This buzurg would understand and instruct his 
servants to deliver grain to their homes. 

Hadhrat (RA) had mentioned, "I had seen this warehouse with 
my own eyes. It would always be filled with grains. This was 
the capitol of the pious people in those days." May Allah 
Ta'ala grant us all the taufeeq (ability) to follow in the beautiful 
example of our pious predecessors. Aameen. 

Assisting others 

Hadhrat (RA) mentioned one incident of those times as 
follows, 

"It was a very excellent era. It was common for everyone to 
help and assist others. Everyone lived like brothers. They 
would all help and assist one another. Everyone would take 
part in each other's happiness, sadness, weddings, functions, 
etc. Some servants of Allah Ta'ala have made it their work to 
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assist those in need." 

Hadhrat (RA) once mentioned an incident regarding one of the 
pious people from his family. He says, 

"He used to help everyone in purchasing their necessities. He 
would go to the bazaar with those who were needy and 
purchase their items for them. People used to come to him and 
express their needs. He would make an appointment with 
them and ensure that he would help them out. Some poor non 
Muslims would also come to him and say, "My daughter is 
getting married. I have to purchase the Jehez 10 . Come with me 
to buy it. He would even go with them to render his 
assistance. In this manner he would try and help everyone. 
The morning that he passed away, some people whom he had 
given an appointment to take them to Baanda to buy their 
things had come to his house. These poor people went back 
crying in grief for this great loss." 

Protecting the wealth, life and integrity of others 

Once Hadhrat (RA) mentioned an incident that occurred some 
time ago. He says "In the village, there were such people who 
struck awe into the hearts of others through their influence 
and power. With their influence they used to assist the 
creation of Allah Ta'ala. In their presence no one could even 
attempt to rob any of the villagers of their wealth or even their 
integrity. In order to maintain peace and justice they would be 



10 According to the custom in India, the bride’s father has to give the groom a large 
amount of gifts before he accepts the bride in his home 
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prepared to sacrifice their bodies, souls and wealth. It was 
their nature to help the oppressed/' 

In this regard Hadhrat (RA) used to mention one incident of a 
person whom they used to call 'Tulla Maamoo' Hadhrat (RA) 
says, "Tulla Maamoo had undergone great amounts of 
difficulty and hardships in order to maintain peace in the 
village. In his era, leave alone the homes being safe, even the 
farmlands were safe from theft. He was a man of such courage 
that at nights also he would patrol the farmlands. If he came to 
know of any thief he would thrash him properly. Even a 
mother in law felt scared to look sternly at her daughter in 
law. There was complete peace and justice in the entire area. 
How sad is it that such people are quickly leaving this world. 
May Allah Ta'ala once again create the likes of such people. 
Aameen." 



Unity despite the differences 

Hadhrat (RA) used to say that differences of opinion in those 
days were not like how it is today. Nowadays if we have a 
difference of opinion with someone then we drag his name, 
respect and honour to the gutters. There is absolutely no 
understanding and consideration for people left anymore. One 
does not even go to meet or speak with his counterparts. A veil 
is thrown over all his good qualities. 

Our elders were such that they maintained unity despite 
having a difference with others. They would show kindness 
and sympathy to one another, share in one another's sadness 




Hayaat e siddeeq 45 

and happiness. In this regard also, Hadhrat (RA) mentions one 
incident as follows, 

"There was some difference of opinion that occurred between 
two people which had reached up to the courts. Both parties 
needed to go to the courthouse in Baanda to fight the case, but 
the relationship between them was such that they were still on 
talking terms, they were in and out of one another's homes to 
the extent that one day before the final hearing, one of the 
parties asked the other party if he knew the correct date for the 
hearing and whether he made any arrangements for transport. 
(In those days it was very difficult to travel from the village to 
the town. One had to either travel by foot or by ox-cart.) The 
other replied that he had not yet made any travel 
arrangements. The first person replied, 'Don't worry. I have 
made arrangements for transport, you can come with me.' 

Hence both the parties (the plaintiff and the defendant) went 
together the next day to the courthouse. Since much time had 
passed before their case would commence, they both went to 
one corner and opened up their lunches to eat together. Whilst 
they were eating, their names were suddenly called out. Both 
of them presented themselves immediately. The judge looked 
strangely at them and asked in surprise, "Who is the claimant 
and who is the defendant? Where is your opposition?" The 
claimant pointed to his companion and said that he is my 
opposition. The officer was surprised and said, "You people 
are very strange. Your fighting is also very unique. Both of you 
come together in one vehicle and go back together in the same 
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vehicle. You both sit together and eat. How strange is this?" 

Hadhrat (RA) used to mention these incidents and say that 
this was how our elders differed with one another. Their 
differences did not become an obstacle in respecting and 
revering one another. Despite their difference they would be in 
and out of one another's homes, join in one another's moments 
of happiness and grief. They would not even tolerate 
backbiting or speaking ill of one another. May Allah Ta'ala 
also grant us the ability to adopt this beautiful example. 
Aameen. 

The following are a few incidents regarding the pious people 
in Hadhrat' s family written by Hadhrat (RA) himself. 

I wish to pen a few incidents whereby you will be able to get a 
glimpse of the unity that prevailed in our village, but before I 
write down anything I will first write down a few incidents of 
the pious in our family. 

My Grandfather 

My grandfather had one brother. In his time, a drought struck 
our village. He had stored a lot of grain. Most of the homes in 
the village had no food at all. In those days we had no 
grinding mills powered by electricity. He used to go around 
the homes and hear if the hand mills were in operation or not. 
If he did not hear the sounds of the mills, he would call the 
inmates of that house and give them some grain. There was no 
distinguishing between Hindu and Muslim. In fact the Hindus 
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used to be in larger numbers. In this way he would assist the 
people the entire year round. 

It was the custom in our village that whenever any of the girls 
got married and they were leaving home then everyone would 
get together and bid her farewell. He would also go to that 
home and present her with many gifts as though it was his 
daughter that he was bidding farewell to. There was no one in 
our village that he did not assist and support at the time of 
need. 



Hadhrat's uncle (Fathers sister's husband) 

My uncle was the chief of our village. At nights he used to 
patrol the entire village. It was in his time that the police had 
come and arrested one of the chamaars 11 in our village. They 
accused him of stealing and began hitting him. My uncle 
reprimanded them saying, "You have no right to hit him. You 
cannot hit anyone from my village in my presence." He then 
said to the police officer who was a Muslim, "Dare you lift a 
finger on any of my men and you will regret the day you were 
born." He then laid a complaint to the head police and had 
him removed. 



1 1 The chamaars are regarded as a very low class of people in India 
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Hadhrat's uncle (father's brother) and Hadhrat's 

father 

My father's uncle 12 had handed over his entire farm to one 
chamaar. He used to do all the work in the farm according to 
the opinion of this chamaar. He had an agreement with him 
that whatever he wished to take for himself he may take and 
whatever he wishes to give to him he may give it to him. He 
arranged for this chamaars sons to be married and if any of his 
children fell ill he would see to it that they were treated 
properly. Today the grandson of this very same chamaar, who 
has now left the village and lives with his in-laws, has opened 
up a case against me regarding the madrasah land. Everyone 
in the village knows that this is a false claim. 

My father had also brought up one chamaar like a son, who is 
still alive. If you take my father's name in front of him he starts 
to cry. Unfortunately his son, through the influence of others, 
is trying to stab me in the back. 

There are hundreds of such incidents in the lives of our pious 
elders. There are many Hindus living in and around the 
village who owe monies to my uncle (father's brother). All of 
this is noted down in his diary. Up to this day no one has come 
forward to pay these debts. These are only few incidents that I 
have written. If I have to write down all the incidents it will 
become too voluminous. 



12 



Mother’s sister’s husband 
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Hadhrat Qari Sahib's incidents 

Now I will note down a few incidents regarding the 
experiences with the chamaars and the Hindus of my village. 

Once the well where the chamaars were filling water became 
spoilt. Hence they had to go quite a distance to fill water. This 
would cause them much difficulty and trouble. Thus I 
installed a tap for them near the madrasah main gate to make 
it easy for these chamaars to get water. The entire village is a 
witness to this. Near the main gate of the madrasah, with the 
help of the village people, we built some houses for the 
chamaars on my own property. This definitely spoilt the look 
of the madrasah but I did not worry about this, rather I looked 
at the need. 

One youngster from the chamaars fell very ill. He was 
afflicted with TB. He tried every type of treatment but was 
unsuccessful. He came to me and said that he could not 
manage anymore. I sent him to Nogaawu Chawooni (Name of 
a town) with one of my people to get treatment. I never took a 
cent from him. 

Once one destitute chamaar fell ill and I gave him a good 
amount of money and thereafter he passed away. Up to this 
day I did not ask his son for that money. There is probably no 
Hindu Family in this village whom I did not help out in some 
way. Whenever they needed anything I gave them thousands 
of rupees. Up to this day there are many Hindus and 
Chamaars who owe me large sums of money. If any one of 
them wished to build a house or needed money for a 
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wedding, I made every arrangement to help and assist them. 

Hadhrat's Father in Law 

Hadhrat (RA) says, "My father-in-Law, Nawaazish Ali, was a 
wealthy landowner. He would harvest 700 mann 1 of grains 
from these lands. He was extremely handsome. He had some 
contact with Lucknow hence he would always be seen 
wearing a topee and Sherwaani. He would look like a 
nawaab 2 . He had an excellent temperament and was very 
generous. 

In season he would fill the grains in his vehicles and distribute 
to the poor. Most of the former people were of this nature. 
Everyone had a temperament of keeping family ties and 
wishing well for others. No one knew the meaning of fighting 
and arguing. In those days poverty was very common 
particularly in that area people were extremely poor. In the 
entire area there was only one grinding mill in Baanda. People 
used to grind the flour in their homes with their hands. The 
women would grind the flour in their homes before Fajar. 

In this village, Hatora, some of my relatives whom Allah 
Ta'ala had blessed with abundant wealth would survey the 
homes to see where the mills are grinding. They would call up 
the people whom they did not hear the sounds of the grinding 
mills and ask them why they were not grinding flour. These 
people who never knew how to stretch their hands out to 



1 A type of weight used in India 

2 Wealthy class of people in India 
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anyone would keep their heads hung in shame. Immediately 
they would command their servants to deliver grains to these 
homes. In this manner they would distribute the grains. There 
was a large canopy near the musjid and beneath it there was a 
storeroom that was filled with grains. They would distribute 
grains from here throughout the year. They would in fact do 
more than what they could easily manage. No one knew what 
is fighting, arguing, stealing and robbery. What an excellent 
period it was." 



Hadhrat's maternal uncle 

Hadhrat (RA) mentioned that I had one maamoo (mother's 
brother). He possessed mastery in the Persian language. Most 
of the time he used to be busy studying Masnawi Shareef. 
After Asar he would sit on his bed and read out the Masnawi 
Shareef to the people. He had great love for me. After Asar he 
used to sit outside the musjid and read the kitaab. When I 
needed to go home, out of awe and respect for my uncle I used 
to take another road to avoid crossing paths with him. I had so 
much of awe for him that I had no courage to even walk past 
him. 

Once Hadhrat (RA) mentioned, "My uncle was extremely 
intelligent. He used to live in Hatora. At one time they were 
appointing chiefs in each village. In Hatora also there was 
some talk about choosing someone as a chief. Most of the 
people felt that a Muslim must be made a chief. Others felt that 
the chief should be chosen from another religion. In short 
everyone was very excited as it was the first time each village 
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was going to elect a chief." 

My uncle felt that one of the chamaars should be made the 
chief. Some of the Muslims opposed this. My uncle said to 
them, "Just listen to what I am saying whether it makes sense 
to you or not. Later on you people will come to understand 
what I am saying." Hence one of the chamaars was made the 
chief. This news spread like wild fire through all the villages 
that the Muslims are very accommodating people. They have 
all got together and made a chamaar the chief of the village. 

After a few days when the government authorities came to the 
village, they stopped outside the house of the chamaar chief 
and called out for him. He did not even have a lounge. He 
brought out a bed from his house which was soiled with the 
urine of a child and bade the officer to sit on that. The officer 
was enraged. "Is this a chief or what?" he retorted. "He 
doesn't even know how to talk. He doesn't have any place to 
sit even." 

In the next election, all the chamaars got together and begged 
the Muslims to take charge of the village. "We cannot take 
control of the affairs of the village" they said. This was all my 
uncles' far sightedness. He was a very intelligent man. If he 
did not do this the chamaars would have all come in 
opposition against the Muslims. 




Hadhrat's wife 
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Hadhrat (RA) once mentioned that my wife is from a very 
noble family. My father-in-law was a very senior person. He 
owned a large piece of land from which he used to harvest 700 
mann of grain. He was blessed with a daughter after many 
sons thus she was very beloved to her parents. She grew up 
with lot of love and affection from her parents. She also 
enjoyed many favours on their hands, but she is very patient 
and very grateful. She lived a life of difficulty and hardship 
with me but not once did she ever complain about anything. 
Initially when there were very few students in the madrasah, 
she used to cook two meals daily for 30-35 students. She used 
to even repair the walls of the unbaked house that we lived in. 
Once she was repairing the walls of one of the homes that 
belonged to the madrasah when she fell from the upper storey. 
She broke her bone with that fall. Up to this day she still 
suffers with pain in the winters. 

Hadhrat's two sisters 

Hadhrat (RA) mentions that we lived our lives with great 
difficulty and hardship. Most of the time there was hunger at 
home. My two sisters who were younger than me would 
spend days on end without having any proper food to eat. 
One was five years old and one was seven. Both of them 
passed away shortly after my father's demise. One passed 
away three days after him and the other passed away a few 
months thereafter. 
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The condition of Hadhrat's home 

Once whilst on a journey, Hadhrat (RA) gave an account of 
how he worked in the area. He says, "That period was a 
period of extreme poverty. There were no arrangements for 
even food and drink. We used to travel by foot only. I 
remember very clearly my mother and one of our neighbours 
spinning yarn in the moonlight. We never could afford 
paraffin for the lamp. There used to be nothing at home to eat. 
We used to survive on herbs and shrubs. We used to mix some 
flour with it and boil it so that it increases the quantity. In 
those days Habeeb (Hadhrat's eldest son) was not working. 
He was not even capable of working at that time. I was 
responsible for all the household expenses. I used to purchase 
clothing from Kaanpur and sell them in the market place. 
Together with this I also used to do the effort of Deen. In those 
days no one knew me in Kaanpur. There was one Haafiz Sahib 
there. He used to load my goods into the vehicle and see me 
off." 
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Chapter 3 

Hadhrat's grandparent's, brothers and sisters 

Hadhrat's (RA) grandfather had one brother. Thus there were 
two brothers, Abdur Rahmaan and Abdul Wahhaab. Abdul 
Wahhaab had 2 sons and three daughters and Abdur 
Rahmaan Sahib had three sons. Muhammad Nazeer, 
Muhammad Ameer and Sayed Ahmad. Sayed Ahmad was 
Hadhrat's father. He had one son and two daughters. Hadhrat 
(RA) is the eldest. Both his sisters were younger than him. 
After Hadhrat's (RA) father passed away both his sisters also 
shortly passed on leaving Hadhrat (RA) all alone. His 
grandfather then took care of him. 

Hadhrat's Grandfather 

Our Hadhrat's (RA) grandfather Abdur Rahmaan Sahib was a 
man with great potential and had a great desire for 'Urn. He 
also knew Arabic and Persian. He displayed a very high level 
of zuhd (abstinence) and was an ardent aabid (worshipper). He 
attained expertise in the field of Qiraat which he studied under 
the auspices of Hadhrat Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib Paani 
Patti (RA). He travelled to Paani Patt to study. He also enjoyed 
the special attention and care of Qaari Abdur Rahmaan Sahib 
(RA). Most probably he had also taken bay' at (a pledge of 
allegiance) with Hadhrat Qaari Sahib. Some people have also 
mentioned that in the Jihaad for freedom in 1857, a warrant of 
arrest was meted out on his name. Hence for some time he 
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kept on moving from place to place. 

He used to do farming for a living. He would go himself to the 
farms which were some distance away from the Musjid and he 
ploughed the lands himself. In fact he did all the work himself. 
At the time of salaah, without delaying he would ensure that 
he would be at the Musjid before time. He used to give the 
adhaan and perform his salaah with jamaat. Thereafter, he 
would return to the fields. In those days there were no 
watches to keep time. Whenever the time for salaah 
approached, he would perceive a slight headache whereby he 
would come to know that it is the time for salaah. He had 
established the times for the different salaah for the local 
musallis in this way that if the sun reached a certain point then 
it would be the time of Zuhr and if it reached another point, it 
was the time of Asar, etc. 

He had a special passion for the tilaawat of the Qur'aan-e- 
Kareem. He used to recite the Qur'aan very beautifully. After 
Maghrib Salaah he used to be engaged in nafal salaah for a 
long time and after Esha Salaah he would remain occupied in 
reciting wazaaif for lengthy periods. Hadhrat (RA) used to 
mention that until my grandfather did not complete his 
wazaaif, I would remain sitting with him. In the summers I 
used to fan him with a hand fan. After he completed his 
ma'moolaat he would lie down on his bed and I used to 
massage his hands and feet and only after ensuring that he 
was asleep would I then go to sleep. This was almost a daily 
routine. Every year, punctually in the month of Ramadhaan, 
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my grandfather used to sit for I'tikaaf in the last ten days. 

Some of the elders in the family said to me that he was 
extremely pious and righteous. He kept domesticated oxen 
and other animals at home. He was extremely careful that the 
animals should not eat the crops of others. For this reason he 
used tie a muzzle over the mouths of the animals. One day an 
ox freed its mouth and ate the crops of another farmer 
damaging one shrub. Immediately my grandfather removed 
the shrub and tied its mouth up again. He took the damaged 
shrub to the owner of the farm and admitted that his ox had 
been responsible for the damage and asked the farmer to take 
any remuneration from him or to forgive him. 

It was his special habit that he would pick up any piece of 
paper lying on the road and would encourage others to do the 
same as it is an item used to obtain 'Ilm and should be 
respected. In the same vain he would strongly prohibit hitting 
any animal whilst it was urinating or defecating, insisting that 
it must be allowed to urinate with ease. He used to say, "What 
will you lose if you have to wait for just one minute?" 
Towards the end of his life he made a bequest regarding his 
grandson 13 that, "No one should make him abandon his 
ta'leem. Any person who was guilty of this, I will hold him 
responsible on the day of Qiyaamah." 

At the time of his death, in the last moments of his life, he was 
extremely critical. Hadhrat (RA) narrates: "When my 

grandfather was in his last days, he was extremely ill. In that 

13 Hadhrat Qaari Siddeeq Saheb 
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condition he did not miss even one salaah. He used to sit up 
and perform his salaah. On the day that he passed away, his 
condition was extremely critical. He fell unconscious a number 
of times. The moment he regained consciousness, he would 
ask immediately whether the time of Zuhr had commenced. 
The people replied in the negative. After some time he asked 
again whether the time of Zuhr had commenced. 

Once again the people replied in the negative. "You are 
mistaken," he said. "The time for salaah has definitely 
commenced." He then stood up and performed his salaah. 
Due to weakness it was difficult for him to even stand up. It 
was also very difficult for him to make sajdah. When he 
performed sajdah, one of the people taking care of him picked 
up the pillow so that he could make sajdah on it easily. 
Immediately he pushed it away to make sajdah upon the 
ground (as this is not permissible). At that time I was young 
and did not understand much. Later, when I was studying 
Qudoori, I came to know of this ruling. It is clearly written that 
nothing should be lifted towards the person performing 
salaah. In this manner he completed two rakaats of salaah. 
Thereafter his condition became extremely critical and it 
became difficult for him to perform his salaah. He made 
salaam after two rakaats and asked for help to lie down. 

I heard my grandfather reciting 'Laa illaha illaallahu 
Muhammamdur Rasulullah' in a loud voice and at the time he 
recited the kalimah his soul departed from his body, 'Inna 
lillahi wa inna ilayhi raajioon'. At the time of his demise, the 
grief could be sensed even among the animals. At the time of 




Hayaat e siddeeq 59 

his burial, the oxen went to the qabrustaan on their own with 
tears flowing from their eyes. He was buried in the family 
graveyard near the Eidgaah. 

A few of Hadhrat's grandfather's last advices 

Whilst teaching Bukhaari Shareef, our Hadhrat (RA) 
mentioned in the chapter on maut (Death) that his grandfather 
had written out a will, wherein he bequeathed many things. 
This will is still preserved. 

1. There was one wasiyyat which he made regarding 
myself which is as follows: "Siddeeq's ta'leem must not 
be abandoned. If any person has to make him leave his 
ta'leem I will hold him responsible on the day of 
Qiyaamah." 

2. He also bequeathed that as long as I am studying I 
should not get married. Al-hamdulillah both bequests 
were carried out. 

3. Another bequest of his was that when he passes away 
there should be no customary 3 day and 40 day 
functions. 

4. He also bequeathed that on his death no one should cry 
and scream extraordinarily. 
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A brief introduction to Hadhrat's Grandmother 

Hadhrat's respected grandmother also lived in Hatora. She 
was an extremely pious, virtuous and religious devotee. It was 
always her routine that after completing the household duties 
she would become involved in zikr and ibaadah. It was her 
natural temperament to be neat and clean. It was difficult for 
any small child to mess in her home. The women of the village 
were well aware of this and whenever they visited her they 
would go without their children or if their children 
accompanied them, then they would ensure that they were 
looked after. However, children will be children and despite 
these efforts they would still, at times, urinate on the unbaked 
floors. She would not get peace of mind until she scraped out 
and threw away that piece of land and replaced it with clean 
earth. She would also make a point of scraping out the floors 
of the entire house once or twice a year and replace it with 
pure and clean soil from the fields. 

It is quite apparent that this is not the Shar'ee mas'alah but 
nevertheless it is still a lesson for those women who are not 
particular about cleanliness in their homes. She was so 
particular about purdah that once a week, when she would go 
to visit her sister's home which was some distances away, she 
would travel in the evening. Hadhrat (RA) himself explains 
that she would first get some of the little boys to survey the 
area to make sure that there were no men around. Only when 
she was satisfied about this, then with complete purdah she 
would go to visit her sister. On her return as well she would 
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also be very particular. This was her weekly practice. 

Hadhrat (RA) used to say that his Daadi Marhooma (RA), 
together with being very neat and clean, was also very 
particular about purdah. She would emphasise to the 
washerwoman to wash her clothes far away at such a place in 
the river where no men could see her clothes and would 
further instruct her not to spread them out to dry but to rather 
bring them back home. Thereafter she used to wash them 
thrice herself ensuring that they were paak. She would then 
dry them on a special line where the clothing of children who 
messed themselves with urine etc. was prohibited to hang. 
Before hanging the clothes she would first take a wet cloth and 
wipe the line to clean it in case it had become dirty by some 
birds sitting on it. 

Hadhrat (RA) narrated another incident about her, concerning 
some land from which she received some rental. Due to certain 
government regulations the land could not be transferred onto 
her name unless she appeared in the court in Baanda. Many 
people tried to convince her to go but she refused to do so 
under any condition as she was not prepared to appear in 
front of men. In those days the English judges were not unkind 
and were considerate to religious people. Eventually, two 
people came from the court and informed her that there was 
no need for her to appear in front of the judges. All she has to 
do was to put her finger print onto the document. Eventually, 
this is what happened and this is how the land was transferred 
onto her name. 
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Hadhrat (RA) used to say that his grandmother was very fond 
of him. From all the children she would show the most 
affection to him. Whatever tasty foods she would come across, 
she would secretly keep it away and give it to him quietly. She 
was very knowledgeable in the masaail of inheritance. When 
anyone passed away, she would immediately work out the 
shares saying that so and so has left behind so many heirs. 
Certain heir will receive so much and another will receive so 
much. She knew all the masaail by heart. Many other women 
also knew these masaail. 

Hadhrat's mother 

Hadhrat' s mother was also amongst the pious servants of 
Allah Ta'ala. To find an example like her in today's times is 
very difficult. Even though she was not very learned, her 
ibaadat, devotion, good character, humility and simplicity was 
of a very high level. Why should it not be, when it was 
destined that from her, a great saint would be born whose noor 
and effulgence would illuminate the darkness and disperse 
misguidance from the world? Hadhrat's mother had 
memorised four paras of the Qur'aan. Every day after 
completing her household chores she would engage in zikr 
and tilaawat. She never missed performing the Awwaabeen 
salaah after Maghrib. She used to remain occupied in Zikr 
from Fajar to Ishraaq. She was always punctual in Tahajjud 
Salaah. The extent of her khushoo and khodhoo (concentration) 
in salaah was such that she would perform all her salaah with 
great peace and dignity. When she would go into sajdah, she 
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would remain therein for long a time crying and making dua. 

This lowly servant (the author ) 1 says, that I was ten years old 
when I came to the Madrasah to study. I used to frequent 
Hadhrat's house. Once, after the Maghrib salaah I came to the 
house and saw Hadhrat's respected mother lying in sajdah 
and only after a long time did she lift her head. Some of the 
elders in the family had mentioned that Hadhrat's mother 
would make much Ibaadah and she would make dua for long 
periods of time. Once Hadhrat had a severe headache and the 
pain lingered on. His mother would fall in sajdah and make 
dua loudly "O Allah cure my child and make his name shine 
in the world." Most definitely Allah Ta'ala accepted her dua. 
Allah Ta'ala gave him good health and Hadhrat's name shone 
in the entire world. 

She lived in a time of poverty and constraint. She used to 
grind flour in a grinding mill and used to sew peoples clothing 
to earn a living. 

Her simplicity was such that she always wore clothing with 
many patches, to the extent that it used to be difficult to 
discern the original garment. Her bedding used to be a 
patched duvet. Whenever any women would come to visit 
Hadhrat's home, Hadhrat used to first send one of the smaller 
students or one of his children to hide the bedding and then he 
used to make arrangements for some new clothing for his 
mother, but she never used to like it. Once Hadhrat (RA) 
mentioned that after his father passed away, his mother never 

1 Mufti Muhammad Zaid Mazaahiri Nadwi 
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wore new clothes. If anyone gave her new clothes, she used to 
give it away to some poor person. She always wore old 
patched clothes. She also left out eating fresh food. Even if the 
food was fresh, she first allowed it to become stale and then 
ate it. Food prepared in the morning she ate in the evening and 
food prepared in the evening she ate in the morning. This was 
just a condition that had overtaken her. It is not a sunnah or 
something that Shariah teaches us. 

Her level of care and solidarity was such that if anyone in the 
village had to go through any type of difficulty, hardship or 
calamity, she would go there to make their khidmah. Poor Non- 
Muslim women used to come to her for their needs. She used 
to try and fulfil all their needs. Allah Ta'ala had given her such 
a desire for Ibaadat and khidmah that to find an example of 
someone who made so much of qurbaani is difficult. In the 
initial stages of Jaamiah Hatora when only a few students 
from the neighbouring villages had come to study, their living 
quarters was Hadhrat's house. At that time Hadhrat's mother 
was not only his mother, she also played the role of a granny 
to all the children in the Madrasah. 

The children used to sleep in her house. During the winter 
months they used to urinate in the beds. Hadhrat's mother 
used to wash the bedding, bathe the children and wash their 
clothes. Some of the children were so young that they needed 
to even have their faces and hands washed. With her own 
hands, she used to wash their faces and clean the dirt from 
their eyes. If any student fell ill, she would take care of them in 
her own house. She used to prepare two meals a day for a 
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large number of students (approximately 35 pupils) from her 
home. The repairing and renovating of the unbaked boarding 
was also done by Hadhrat's mother and his wife. This was not 
just for one month but continued for long periods of time. 

Towards the end of her life she became very weak. She was 
afflicted with a number of illnesses. She became so weak that 
she could not even walk about anymore. 

Hadhrat (RA) mentioned that his wife cared for his mother 
completely during her illness. She made lots of khidmah for his 
mother who was very happy with her. In her old age she used 
to sit her up, put her down, take her to the toilet, make her eat 
and drink, wash her clothes, etc. She passed away in the 
month of Ramadhaan. The moment people received the news, 
Hadhrat's family associates from Baanda, Kaanpur and 
surrounding areas gathered for the Janaazah and for ta'ziyat. 
She was buried in the family qabrustaan near the eidgaah. 
May Allah Ta'ala fill her qabar with noor. Aameen. 

Hadhrat's maternal grandfather 

Hadhrat's Daada (paternal grandfather) and his Naana 
(maternal grandfather) were both pious, religious servants of 
Allah Ta'ala. On many occasions, Hadhrat (RA) had 
mentioned regarding his Naana that very strange and unique 
conditions used to overcome him. He was always occupied in 
teaching children Deen as well as the Qur'aan Shareef. In those 
days there were no madaaris and makaatib like how we have 
today. Despite this, he used to go to the villages and teach the 
children Qur'aan Shareef only for the sake of Allah Ta'ala 
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(i.e. without any remuneration). If he came to a certain village, 
he would stay to teach them for a few days and thereafter he 
would go to another village and benefit the people there. He 
passed his entire life in this manner. From time to time he 
would also come home for quick visits. If there was any need 
at home or his family were faced with some difficulty, then he 
would feel a kind of uneasiness and he would feel an urge to 
go home. This was a type of kashf (inspiration) that he used to 
experience. Immediately he would return home. Most of the 
time he never used to have any food with him. On one 
occasion, he remained without food for seven days. After 
seven days he received some dhal water. Despite all of this, his 
teaching never came to a stop. 
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Chapter 4 

From birth to completion of studies 

Birth and childhood 

Hadhrat Moulana Qaari Sayed Siddeeq Ahmad Baandwi 
Sahib (RA) was bom in his hometown Hatora, (in his old 
house) on the 11 Shawwaal, on the day of Jumuah, in the year 
1341 AH corresponding with the year 1923. 

There is not much information regarding his infancy. There is 
no reliable living source from whom we could present to you a 
detailed explanation of his infancy. When I was compiling this 
biography, most of the information, if not all was taken from 
(none other than) the sayings and anecdotes of our Hadhrat 
(RA) himself. All that I have heard from Hadhrat' s mubaarak 
tongue, all that my eyes have seen and whatever my heart and 
mind could comprehend, I am presenting to you. 

The period in which Hadhrat (RA) had opened his eyes was 
indeed a very blessed period, the details of which have been 
mentioned. Hadhrat's father was alive at that time. However 
after a very short time, at the age of 35, he left this temporary 
abode. Hadhrat (RA) was 6 or 7 years old at that time. At this 
young age, the shade of a compassionate father was taken 
away from him. After the demise of his father, Hadhrat's 
grandfather took the responsibility of caring for him and 
raising him, thus filling the gap of fatherhood. 

It seemed as though, from the beginning of Hadhrat's life. 
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involuntarily, his life began resembling that of Sayyidinah 
Rasulullah U§. 

His grandfather made his tarbiyah with great compassion and 
love. He always kept him by his side. When he would go to 
take ghusal at the river, he would take Hadhrat with him. He 
would keep Hadhrat in his lap and would swim in the river 
with him. He taught Hadhrat how to swim. Therefore, when 
our Hadhrat (RA) went to Paani Patt, he already knew how to 
swim very well. For this he was indebted to his grandfather. 

Beginning of studies and the demise of his 
grandfather 

From the time Hadhrat (RA) reached the age of 
understanding, he found his grandfather to be an extremely 
pious and religious person who was punctual with his salaah 
and fasting. He was also a very thorough Qaari. Together with 
farming, he also taught children to read the Qur'aan Shareef. 
Hadhrat' s initial ta'leem was done under the guidance of his 
grandfather. In a short period of time, when Hadhrat (RA) was 
approximately 7 years old, his grandfather had ensured 
Hadhrat' s entire recitation of the Qur'aan Shareef with 
tajweed. As soon as he completed Naazirah, he immediately 
started him off with Hifz. Hadhrat's education continued very 
quickly. In a short span of time Hadhrat (RA) had memorised 
8 Paaras of the Qur'aan. Hadhrat (RA) had made lots of 
khidmah of his grandfather. 

Once, he mentioned, "My grandfather would remain occupied 
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for a long time in natal salaah after Maghrib and in reading 
wazifaahs after the Esha Salaah. I would remain behind him 
until he finished. During the summers I used to fan him with a 
hand fan. After completing his ma'moolaat, I would press his 
legs. When he would fall asleep then only would I go to sleep. 
My grandfather made lots of dua for me. He used to fall down 
in sajdah and make dua. He taught me with great effort. Who 
knew that this compassionate shadow and this chain of ta'leem 
would be cut off so quickly? After some time, my grandfather 
fell very ill. In this condition he would make me recite Qur'aan 
and he would listen. He also made a bequest that Siddeeq' s 
studies should not stop and if anyone did stop it then he 
would catch hold of that person's garment on the day of 
Qiyaamah." Eventually the time came when after losing his 
father he was also deprived of his grandfather's compassion. 

Slowly and involuntarily, in a mysterious manner, Hadhrat's 
(RA) life continued to resemble the noble life of Rasulullah M- 

After Hadhrat's grandfather passed away, the opportunities 
for of him to continue his studies were greatly diminished. 

Here are some of the details in Hadhrat (RA) words. 

"I completed my Hifz in Hatora. I completed some paaras by 
my grandfather who was a student of Hadhrat Qaari Abdur 
Rahmaan Sahib Paani Patti (RA). He knew Faarsi (Persian) 
very well. He knew only that amount of Arabic which is 
taught in tajweed. He was a very good Qaari and used to recite 
Qur'aan very beautifully. When I went to study in Paani Patt, I 
lived in the same room that my grandfather had lived in. 
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When my grandfather fell ill he used to call me to recite the 
Qur'aan Shareef. After he passed away, there was no one to 
teach me. No father, no grandfather, no ustaadh, no guide, no 
one at all. In my own way I used to learn something and read 
it out to anyone. I was still naa baaligh (below the age of 
maturity). I had completed only a few paaras of the Qur'aan. 
People did not know too many masaail. I myself did not know 
many masaail. They used to make me perform the salaah. I 
also read a few paaras in the taraweeh salaah in those days. 

Grazing goats in his childhood 

Until this point in his life, on an involuntary basis, Hadhrat's 
(RA) life began resembling the life of Sayyidinah Rasulullah 
It seemed as though from the unseen he was given the 
taufeeq of practicing the sunnah of Rasulullah 3®. Hadhrat (RA) 
was now able to practice upon such a sunnah which not only 
Rasulullah 3® practice upon, but all the Ambiyah 8S9 had 
practiced and this was the sunnah of grazing goats. 

Once whilst Hadhrat (RA) was teaching Bukhaari Shareef, he 
mentioned that grazing goats was a sunnah of the Ambiyaa 
There was no Nabi who did not graze goats. The Sahaabah 
4® asked: "O Prophet of Allah 3®, did you also graze goats?" 
Rasulullah 3® replied "I also grazed goats. I used to graze the 
goats of a certain tribe." 

Thereafter Hadhrat (RA) mentioned, “ Al-hamdulillah I also 
grazed goats." Perhaps our Hadhrat (RA) had reached an age 
of maturity and understanding when he practiced on this 
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sunnah of grazing goats. 

Hadhrat (RA) has said that there are many benefits in grazing 
goats. It is very beneficial for the reformation of one's nafs. 
Those who graze goats have the qualities of humility in them. 
This quality cannot be found in those who graze other 
animals. Hadhrat (RA) also mentioned that when one remains 
with these animals then the quality of humility enters one. 
Hence if a man has to sit in the company of the men of Allah 
why won't he benefit? 

Further explaining the virtues of grazing goats, Hadhrat (RA) 
said that a time will come when those people who graze goats 
will be protected from fitnahs (trials and tribulations). 

Hadhrat's second Ustaadh 
Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib (RA) 

After Hadhrat's (RA) grandfather passed away, very difficult 
conditions came upon him. The responsibility of raising him 
was now forced onto others. Hadhrat (RA) says that I can 
clearly remember the days when it was difficult to even find a 
piece of dry bread to eat. When this was his living condition, 
one can well imagine what the level of his yearning and desire 
towards his studies was. 

Hadhrat (RA), in his own way, somehow, began learning the 
Qur'aan Shareef by himself. He sufficed on dry, stale, left over 
bread or anything else that he could lay his hands on. At this 
time Hadhrat (RA) had no ustaadh, murabbi (one who makes 
the tarbiyah of others) or anyone to show him any 
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affection. It was due to these severe and difficult conditions 
that he took a long time to complete the Hifz of the Qur'aan. 
Some people have mentioned that Hadhrat (RA) completed 
his hifz in five years. 

Nevertheless, Hadhrat (RA) in a state of helplessness was 
living in this oppressed and orphaned state. Suddenly, Allah 
Ta'ala made some arrangements from the unseen. Moulana 
Ameenud Deen Sahib (RA) who was Hadhrat' s mother's 
brother was studying in Paani Patt. Due to the insistence of the 
people in this area, his respected ustaadh asked him to return 
to Hatora to teach the people there. Thus, Hadhrat (RA) 
completed his hifz by his uncle, Moulana Ameenud Deen 
Sahib (RA). 

A special relationship with Moulana Ameenud 
Deen Sahib (RA) 

Hadhrat Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib (RA) was not only 
Hadhrat' s (RA) ustaadh and uncle but was also his sincere and 
compassionate mentor. Our Hadhrat (RA) was very 
appreciative and always had words of praise for him. 
Whenever his name was mentioned Hadhrat (RA) would start 
speaking about him. 

The following is a short introduction to him in the words of 
our Hadhrat (RA); 

Hadhrat (RA) says, "Moulana Ameenud Deen Sahib (RA) was 
my uncle (mother's brother). He had only one daughter. He 
had given, as waqf to the Madrasah, all his possessions 




